Results Genetic Monitoring – Samples collected in 2013
[bookmark: _GoBack]In 2013, a total of 175 genetic samples (feathers, feather sheath, and egg skins) were collected and sent for the genetic monitoring of the reintroduced bearded vulture population in the Alps. 29 feathers were chosen for the microsatellite analyses to get a maximum of information with a minimum of samples. The lab analyses, which were carried out by Ecogenics GmbH yielded valid results for 22 of these samples. 
It was possible to identify 10 new genotypes for the Alpine bearded vulture population. For 6 offspring from the breeding season 2013 a genetic fingerprint could be generated and the most likely parents could be identified. For some of the breeding pairs it was not yet possible to identify the birds. Further analysis need to be done in the next weeks. The identification of the genotypes of the offspring from the different pairs is very valuable for the monitoring of the population, as it allows the monitoring of these unmarked individuals also in the future. In addition, the analysis of samples from the juveniles makes it possible to identify the parent birds in most of the cases. This way, a lower number of samples have to be analyzed and costs can be minimized.
The breeding season 2014 has finished with a new record number of 19 bearded vultures fledgllings. At the moment the feather collection at the nest and sleeping sites is ongoing and the genetic analyses will be carried out in the winter. 


